50    GREAT EDUCATORS OF THREE CENTURIES

Basedow,      the child to the system;  Basedow largely modeled his
encyclopaedic content and natural method   after  the

Froebei. QrMs Pictus ; Pestalozzi revived the universal education,
love of the child, and object teaching that appear in the
works of the old bishop ; Herbart's emphasis upon char-
acter and upon scientific method and curriculum seem
like an echo of Comenius; while the kindergarten,
* self-activity/ and play, suggested by Froebei, had been
previously outlined by the Moravian. Hence it hap-
pened that in the middle of the nineteenth century, when
the works of Comenius were once more brought to light
by German investigators, it was discovered that the old
realist of the seventeenth century had been the first to
deal with education in a scientific spirit, and work out
its problems practically in the schools. His evidently
was the clearest of visions and broadest of intellects.
While it is easy to criticize him now, in the light of history
Comenius is a most important individual in the develop-
ment of modern education.